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Social-Work Education Required by Nursery Teacher Training

Curriculum

TANAKA,Kousaku

Abstract

Since the Guidelines for Nursery Care at Day Nursery were revised in 2008, in addition to
their duty to watch over children (care work), nursery teachers have been expected to show
specialized expertise in providing the functions of social work for the guardians of the children.
The curriculum for training nursery teachers requires nursery teachers to gain social-work
knowledge. However, existing studies have reported that the curriculum for training nursery
teachers has not had adequate debate or consensus of opinion on how social-work education
should be conducted. Therefore, this study investigated the teaching method used for social work
and discussed the way the social-work education required by the nursery teacher training
curriculum should be conducted. This investigation and discussion was based on the results of a
survey of students who took the present author’s first “Social Welfare” course in the nursery
teacher training curriculum that was offered during the first academic term of 2017. The results
suggest that it is essential to design lectures so that (1) sources such as newspaper stories are
used to generate interest in social problems and (2) these lectures allow the trainees to
understand how social welfare organizations handle people’s life-problems that are caused by
such social problems. Additionally, it appears that the nursery teacher training curriculum needs
to supply traditional knowledge of how to watch over children (do care work) as well as provide
education that allows the trainees to develop the specific social-work skills in order to discover
child, parenting, and family problems through proper interaction and communication with

guardians.

Keywords: children, parenting, family support, nursery teacher, social work, care work
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