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A Report on the Department Program

"Workshop for Parents and Children'

Toshifumi Hirose
Abstract

This report is about a series of four workshops intended for young children together with their
parents that was launched in 2016 by the Tokai Gakuin University Growth Department,
Kagamigahara, Japan. The workshops, which cover the four expressive areas of music, fine arts,
bodily expression and theatre, are led and facilitated by Tokai Gakuin University students who
are studying pedagogy. The workshops were held in Gifu's 'Colorful Town' shopping mall. The
workshops are designed to provide a valuable public service for the Gifu community by enabling
parents and children to engage with each other in creative, enjoyable and respectful opportunities.
For Tokai Gakuin University students, the workshops enrich their learning by enabling
connections with the Gifu community and collaboration with Colorful Town company. An
evaluation of the students' perspectives on the workshop series shows that the students are
satisfied with the workshops and their experiences of working closely with the Gifu community
and Colorful Town company. The workshops showed as well, that all sides were satisfied, because
they can take advantage from each other. Improvements planned for 2017 include the selection of

a more convenient venue for all participants and enhanced promotion of the workshop series.

Keywords/ parent-child, workshop, child-care support, Regional Contribution
Company-academia collaboration
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