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Adult Students' Motives for Recurrent Learning

— Cases on the Teacher Education Courses —

SHIRAYAMA, Masumi

Abstract

This paper examines the life-stories and motives of adult students in attending teacher training courses.
56.7% of Japanese people go to university: almost all straight from high school - the so-called front-end
model. However, there are still barriers inhibiting Universal access by adult students. At a time when the high
school population is declining, universities should adapt their educational programs to encourage greater
adult student numbers. As very little is presently known about the potential demand for recurrent learning, it
is hoped that the findings of this paper will contribute to improvements in the provision of such education and -
training.
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