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Trends of Required Undergraduate Education Curriculum of Certified

Social Worker

TANAKA,Kousaku

Abstract

Certified social workers are active in a wide range of fields; their activities span settings such as
welfare facilities for the elderly and disabled, administrative organs, social welfare council,
hospitals, regional comprehensive support centers, and non-profit organizations. Social worker
certification is a comprehensive qualification that can be applied to any social welfare field.
However, the complexity and variety of problems faced in life have increased to the point that they
are difficult to handle within the current framework of the social welfare system, which was
constructed approximately 70 years ago after the Second World War. As a result, today, there is a
social demand for the training of talented certified social workers with good practical skills. This
study surveys the trends in the systemic reforms related to social welfare in recent years and
discusses the future course of the required undergraduate education in terms of the certified social
worker training curriculum.

The results suggested that to train certified social workers with highly practical skills in
undergraduate education, it is essential to educate students by providing them with an
understanding of the interactions and mutual relationships among the following three areas:
specific knowledge from a wide variety of fields; basic (generic) knowledge related to social welfare

fields, and liberal arts subjects.

Keywords: the increased range of activities of certified social workers, certified social worker
training curriculum, generic and specific
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