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Problem of the Social Work Practice in the Depopulated Area

TANAKA, Kousaku

Abstract

As of January 1, 2005 (27, Heisei), the total population in Japan is approximately 126 million people
according to the basic resident register of ministry of internal affairs and communications. The total
population has decreased for the sixth consecutive years, and the rate of decrease is the largest ever.
However, the population in only Tokyo metropolitan area is increasing and becomes intensely concentrated.
In contrast, 797 municipalities (city, town, and village), corresponding to ca 46% of 1719 total municipalities,
are a depopulated area, as of April 1, 2014.

An active person (volunteers) about the local inhabitants and company and social welfare as the main
constituent of the promotion of the community-based welfare were defined by the changing of a name and
revised social welfare method in June 2000.

Currently, the concept of regional independent living support in the foundation of the municipality because
in Japan has become the mainstream, it is necessary to create a social system that enables the social
welfare practice that corresponds to the actual situation of each municipality. So, a decline of vitality in the
community accompanied by a significant reduction in the population, for the relatively low levels of rural
areas than regional development, etc. of other production functions and living environment, an issue that it
must be urgently resolved is there. Thus, the need of the welfare community formation that utilized a social
capital was shown in this paper.

Keywords : depopulated area, consolidation of municipalities, social capital, social work practice
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