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Summary

A Historical Look at the Emperor Xuan Zong’s
(X 5R) Library Administration; With special
mention of Chief Secretary of the Monastic
Library, Abeno Nakamaro (B S)
and his friendships with the Chinese
and Japanese Literati (Part 2)

Takano Kodama and Hiromichi Matsumi

In Part One of this paper, we reviewed the con-
tribution of the emperors including Kao-tsu (7%
#H), the founder of the Shen-tang Dynasty, to the
establishment and expansion of the libraries in
China based on the leadership of the chief libra-
(%) who was
appointed directly by the emperors. Among other
things we featured the achievements of Emperor
Xuan Zong (%) . Although he was absorbed in

rian called Mi-shu-chien

battles everyday, he was also thusiastic about the
field of library administration, urging and en-
couraging Mi-shu-chien and other able fellowmen
to push forward with the work laying the founda-
tions of the library administration and setting it

on its path.

In Part Two we would like to go into the detail
of how Abeno Nakamaro ([T ¥k =) who was
sent to China as an envoy in 717, was educated in
China and became a civil officer theré and was
finally appointed by Emperor Xuan Zong as the

first Japanese Mi-shu-chien. In addition to this
honor, he formed close friendships with such
famous poets Changan as Li Bai (Z£H), Wang
Wei (F#), Chu Guang-hsi (4#3:3%), Bao Ji (&
££) , and Chang Hua (i#i5) , who were living in
the capital city at that time. He also cultivated
warm friendships with Kibino Makibi (F#E#) ,
a colleague who accompanied him to China from
Japan, and with the Japanese Buddhist priest Gen

"Bo (%) and Fujiwara Kiyokawa (i J& i #) .
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After explaining his dramatic history, we would
like to conclude this paper by explaining the
background of erected in the cities of Nara, Japan
and Shenan, China in honor of his contribution to
forming a friendship between the two countries,
and relating various significant events which were
held
achievements of Chien-chen (& E) , who made

in both countries to commemorate the

the perilous journey to Japan to help spread the
Buddhist religion there.
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