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(Abstract>

“The Teller and The Listener in Emily Dickinson’s Poens”

by Misako Hamada

What is-quite unique about Dickinson’s poetry is that it does not only have a persona as a storytel-
ler in a poem but it also has a listener of that story in the poem The persona, or “a supposed person”
as Dickinson wrote, can simply be “I” in a poem or the one who states abstractions, such as
“Exultation, ” or the one who talks about “A Dying Tiger.” Whatever the subject may be, it is a
dialogue between the teller and the listener that we find startling and sometimes vexing.

Meantime, the interaction between the two characters, the teller and the listener, makes us gradually
participate in that drama. In other words, we also become active listeners as if we were the ones who
performed the dialogue on the stage. While we are going through this, we begin to see a different
world, for what we see is not a fixed viewpoint but a range where even the farthest poles could coexist
and change their angles like a mobile. In response to Dickinson’s songs, we also begin to have our own
dialogues with what we see as Dickinson wrote, “This is my letter to the World.”



