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Figure 1. Mean reaction times (msec) in the relative pitch judgment task.
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Figure 2. Mean correct responses (%) in the relative pitch judgment task.
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SUMMARY

Absolute pitch (AP) is the ability to name a tone without reference to an external standard tone, whereas
relative pitch (RP) is the ability to name a tone based on a reference tone. The purpose of the present study is
to investigate how AP affects to melody recognition process for students who do not major in music. Students
were divided into three groups: AP, RP, and control groups. The task was to decide whether two melodies were
the same or not with respect to relative pitch. In the task, a standard melody in C major was presented visually
and a comparison melody followed auditory with C major, E major or F sharp major as the key condition. The
results showed that only for AP group, performances in the C condition were higher than those in the E and
the F sharp conditions. On the contrary, RP and control groups showed approximately equal performances
regardless of the key conditions. The results indicate that it is difficult for people who had an ability of AP to

recognize a melody with a relative frame.

Key words: absolute pitch, relative pitch, melody, cognition
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