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After a day of relative quiet, Mount Unzen
burst to life again Saturday, setting homes on
fire and blacking out a city of 45,000 at the
foot of the mountain. (Mainichi Daily News,
1991. 6. 10)
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Dark gray plumes billowed out of the vol-
cano as a large eruption Saturday evening
sent superhot debris and gas down the 1,357-
meter- high mountain’s east slope.
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The eruption, coming at 7.51 p.m. after a
flurry of smaller-scale volcanic activity
throughout the day, left several homes burn-
ing and cut off electricity to the city of
Shimabara, according to a prefectural police
official in Nagasaki.
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@ Mount Unzen spewed forth a torrent of

hot gas ash and rock debris Saturday .
=t %MEi%ﬁmﬁkakEEm
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&ttﬁ
@ ... the blast [that killed at least
37 people Monday]
(AR EITAERL 21E
B -o- -

60) The superhot pyroclastic flow set

houses and forests along Mizunashi River
on fire.
(B EE D KPR RII K IRNIE N D FRRFRARIC
KkEMT Iz - )
6) The volcano released two
pyroclastic flows Saturday . . .

(2 o il i3 - B B AR % 2 B L

'7_:...)

62 Large amounts of volcanic ash covered

Kitakami Kobamachi in Shimabara and
the Mizunashi River, . . .
(K IIK > K & 2% 5 B il o db BRG] &
m%%o f: « o )

63 Scientists reported seven
WM in the five hours .
(BH#E7z B3 5 R 9 Bic @@&ﬁ@
BEELZ . - -)

649 The volcano released another large-scale

torrent of hot gas, ash and rock debris at
920 pm.

(Z DX 9 B205012 b ) —E=FmEAD
72 ¥R S EBOKRROIEN % Fh L 72.)

65 ... the major eruption on Monday [that

left at least 37 people dead].
([P L ITARIEL ] HERDE
LEEK - - )
66 The renewed volcanic activity, however,

kept them from <recovering any bodies> .

F

(L Ladss 27272 Bt S L7z kil
WEENE, B FEEREFROETZ & 6EE
720

67 ... rain could cause deadly mud slides .
(FEAY SE2H 726§ L) ZRiRE5IEET
IHrbLikwn- - )
6% Mount Unzen’s eruption set homes on
Shimabara at the foot of the mountain.

(FEAFEOE AL, BoBEHIC AT,
HY % BRI L 72.)

69 ... a large-scale eruption sent superhot

fire and blacked out

debris and gas down the 1,357-meter-tall
mountain’s east slope.
(KEEOE AT, E1,357 A — b Lol
ﬁ%ﬁﬁt\ﬁm%maﬁtﬁx% N 72 L
72.)

60) . .. Mount Unzen burst to life again

Saturday, <setting homes on fire and
blacking out a city of 45,000 at the foot of
the mountain>.

(BNl HIEH 37 2 NGB L. 1L
BOANOWEGLTFOHORLIC Ak EH1T, 0]
BRI L 72.)

6) The eruption, . . ., left several homes
burning and cut off electricity to the city of
Shimabara . . .

(ZDHAIZ, BEHDOWS DL DOEREH|Z
A FEFIC LHOEREZY 72 -+ )
62 ... a further eruption would see the flow
{reach the coast>
(22 5 DMEKIZ Z DTN SR ET

ODERDBTHSLH - - )
®) ... the lava ... <causing further fires,

and destroying most of the houses along
the Mizunashi River>.
(ZOEEIF, (LI KKEFIERZ L),
OKEEMBPADITEAEDREBEIEL
_:C_> . . )
64 The eruption also sent showers of mol-

ten rock . ..
(ZOWkIZE 2, WEDOMER T2« +)
) . . . because they (pyroclastic flows)
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EMFEEDORELESE

involve extremely hot gas, rock and

other volcanic material . ..
(7o 70 6, 2 (CKBRF) I3 EIC EBD
2L E A DD KBS B AT D
66 Shimabara municipal authorities ordered

additional sections of the city <placed

off-limits> .

(BEHLREE Lo % 4 GLA

LT B> ERHLR)

b TN 5 12 ZODREDHIC Z IS
E% L DSVORInL (Fik & HIEE 2 RO ftis)
) hH B, INHLDXDOEFEIFIZEA LD
T Tl TRk TIRE TR T
TR, TR, e KEEAE T, BARETIRET
MEEFADEFEEL I LS5V LEDERLN) TH 5,
HRELX L CIFE LD THRUND AT, kIl
Dol L EELF - CEHL Tnwb Lo &E
Hh52 50 ERND L HICERL 72 HAGE
VI L RERT, FERD ) ICHAEADE
(X ZEbNLV, £ ThWHRLHA
el FICBI L RSB0 L ) 3 TH 547,
FITIRZIOXNDEENZEE LD D, EH)
DI - 2B ORERZ BB T AT > T
5, ZHOZriF, 1FEAFFELZ E#EZTW
5(1)~0d), @~GNDHAFE LN TAS & LS
b5,

2. fhEIERDZEIRE

TITHEFRICIZEWER 2T 20 5 DRFIT O
EDVLENDPENV) &, FALIEIETT W,
RKIRT L) ICHERICESZEN XL H S
ZEiEhHD, FIMEEEEZFICLZLNERR
>TAHE Y, Lol ERk £5E (ZDEEH)
E%2T 53 0) I TR, BEICIZRTH#
#51<,

67 About 60 houses were destroyed by fire

in Shimabara and the adjacent town of
Fukae . . .

(FI60ND KA, BT & Z U 58RI
T CkEiC k- TS nE . - -)

6% ... about 15 homes were gutted in Fukae

(BRITH] TIRAISO R E bz - - +)
69 ...they (a GSDF helicopter crew) were
thwarted by cloud cover.
(o (B LB~ 275 —FME)
2. EoERKIC L > THRES 17z,)
(1) The bodies of 27 people . . . have already
been recovered.
QIADEKR T TR B lz,)
(M) Six other people [who had been hospital-

ized . . . ]
(Ao lfin6 A - )

(72 ... as the bodies of victims . .. are found.
(BHZOBKIIROP TN T: - +)

SEL e DT NZEEIZ LI ED 6 FI7251F TH
LA, @EA L L CGRERSRHPAFET BT 5
oo IBEELTAH LI, FELT HHoIT
<> T »TORY, BEAmEERL Tn»
LBEAFNIRKTRT, ZOEFNICEMI NS
&, TihbbZOEROEkR FEoEFEITHET
TR,

(1 Sorrounding farm fields and woods

appeared brown, <apparently scorched by
volcanic ash> .
(R BEeHRIE. B E S22 kIlKIC
BEGTEEA I N TORMIT /AR 72,)

(1) ... four people <still listed as missing>

and ; <presumed , <killed in the major

eruption on Monday> > , ...
(FATHARELT) 2 MicHEEs T
B, 1B E L CITHEHR NDEZHEAT
BENID,EBbNTHBE 4 ADAN - - +)
M . . . because of the ash and debris
Calready accumulated on the mountain-
side> . . .
(T TR S LT ) [REEHD
72z - e )
() The total number of people <affected
thus> . ..
(KDL lcBmEN> ARDRE- - )




b

@ ...many of them <forced to live in local

school gymnasiums>.
(KHIBRDFRDEREEICHEL Z L 2 RE <
END> HHNEL - - )

(19 Reporters in a helicopter <chartered by

Kyodo News Service> . . .
(KEEGBEEM I F r—F—3 D> ~) a7
g —DpniiElb - - -)

TR NTWBLF. T b bEnRh
DEREDEFEIC K > TWDEDRITEAED
PAL & T9Ry & THM - FK, THY, H&
LRI ELZITLEETH L, Mz &k
9 R g EE T C, BicEifER =T 2
L L TZBBETEBHEINTHEDIE TK -
=B, BE TN a7y —, @rhHb, UL
INLTRTCOEFHAGHATE T LITHEH»
BEDZ L E LT, bEITADORERE L TR
NTWBEZ ENbD5,©

3. B

MBNFASCIE EDFEFEOFTTH b o7z dE\v BT
7eDT, ZZTCRHBFHAXERL (A L), E
RE. BRI N FE T EEBR. ZILE LTI RR,
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(19 About 45 houses burned down in areas of

Shimabara . . .
(FA5D T B R L TR b7z - - +)

@) Surrounding farm fields and woods

appeared brown . . .
(B HEoHmRII S B 272 - )

@) ... pyroclastic flows were moving along

the Mizunashi River . . .
(KIEFEIZ KN A > TB) Tz e - )
82 The flow stopped at 8 : 16 p.m. .
(2 DAL 8165 IC b 572 - - +)
@3 Lightning bolts danced in dark gray

plumes of smoke and ash [that billowed

from the volcano] . . . ,
(LK 5 5 Rl b 72188 L KOS,
DKENDHT, BEH oIz - -)

@9 The total number of people . . . increased

ES

F

by about 1,300 to 8,500 . ..
(AzD#HEuL -+ - 1,300A5 58,500 A1
i%z\_f‘: e o o )

@) Six other people . . . have since died of

burns.
(ftiz 6 ADADZE NLIERRT & Dizediz 3t
ATVS,)
@6 ...a massive amount of lava had flowed
over National Highway 57.
(BED L DT T B BENEST S TRt
HLTwiz,)
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[summary]

This paper presents one of many covert characteristics in language that is seldom noticed by native
speakers. The point of discussion is the description of natural disasters both in Japanese and in English. Data
were taken from newspapers in both languages published in Japan, reporting the eruption of Mount Unzen on
June 8, 1991.

The analysis shows that the Japanese language seems to regard such disaster as a natural ‘occurrence’
using intransitive verbs to describe the activity of the volcano. When intransitives cannot describe the actual
‘activity’ of the volcano or the people involved, the Japanese language uses transitives though almost solely in
the passive voice.

On the contrary, the English language prefers active transitives to passives or intransitives. It never
hesitates to employ inanimate subjects; therefore, the description sounds as if nature had some intention to cause
such disasters compared to the static Japanese way of describing the same phenomena.

Such differences in the description must suggest some fundamental difference in the attitude toward
nature in both languages, far deéper and more basic than the difference in vocabulary, syntax, and phonology.
I believe that such notions must be taken into consideration in language classes. Thus, the paper concludes by
giving some pragmatic suggestions to English teaching in Japan incorpotating the result gained from the analysis
of the news reports of the Mount Unzen eruption.
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