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Summary

This paper begins by considering recent work
on the history of the making of the treaty
of 1707 and on the notion of ‘Britishness’
in the work of Linda Colley and others.
Whereas ‘Britain’ was used by the English
as a synonym for England (and vice versa)
in Scotland the term has always been used
to allow a distinction between Scotland and
England within a united Britain.

The Victorian period was the high point
of ‘Unionist Nationalism’ when the Scots
combined an intense pride in being Scottish with

an enthusiasm for union with England. This
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was associated with participation in the British
Empire, but with distrust of government from
London. This was not serious, as the role of
Westminster was limited and Scots were left to
administer the laws relating to poor relief, public
health, education and later various aspects of
economic life from within Scotland. There also
existed a Scottish cultural nationalism that
took pride in the distinctiveness of the Scots
without having any particular political agenda.
Contemporary uncertainties about Scottish
racial identity and over the value of Scottish
history also contributed to the failure to develop
more assertive political nationalism.

There also began to be some demands for
political devolution, though more as a way
of making the union work better than as a
stage towards for independence. These were
not successful, and after 1920 the onset
of depression created a feeling that future
prosperity needed powerful government in
London, albeit with a degree of administrative
devolution in Edinburgh. Political devolution
was abandoned as a serious political programme
until after the second world war.

In the 1960s, the slow return of economic
prosperity and the discovery of oil in the North
Sea combined to put the possibility of Scottish
independence on the agenda for the first time.
As a way of fending off these demands and
also of making union more efficient, the Labour
Party became committed to political devolution,
and in 1999 created a Scottish Parliament for
Scottish affairs. This now has a nationalist first
minister, but the will of the Scottish people
to advance to full independence is not clear.
The English are unlikely to oppose it, and it
is suggested that it might be the English and
not the Scots who will eventually take the

necessary steps to break the union.



