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Art Education to Develop Children’s Spatial Cognition

Masumi SHIRAYAMA
Abstract

This paper considers the curriculum for cultivating spatial recognition by children. Paintings
and three-dimensional art works comprise shape, color and space. But in art education, the
significance of space is not systematically taught. However, recent studies in cognition
psychology have indicated the importance of visual space recognition. It has become apparent that
space recognition is an important base for establishing the concept of letters, numbers and
abstract thinking.

Pictures painted by children greatly change when they are about eight years old from a
childish expression to an adult viewpoint. Between 2013 and 2015 the author experimented giving
children aged between four and nine art classes which incorporated experience about the visual

space, and was convinced of its importance in helping the development of their spatial awareness.

Keywords:spatial cognition / developmental stage / visual image / visuomotor coordination /
abstraction = conceptualization



